
M
any people remember 
Amelia Earhart as the 
pilot who disappeared 

while attempting to fly around 
the world in 1937. However, the 
first woman to complete that 
trip—Jerrie Mock—is not nearly 
as well-known. In 1964, Mock 
became the first female pilot to 
circle the globe alone.

World Traveler
Fifty years ago, Jerrie Mock 
became the first woman to 
fly solo around the world

Mock was 11 years old when 
Amelia Earhart began her 
fateful journey. Mock followed 
news of the flight and longed to 
travel to the far-off places that 
Earhart visited. Years later, on 
March 19, 1964, Mock took off 
in a small plane from Columbus, 
Ohio, to do just that. 

Mock followed a grueling 
flight schedule, making 21 stops 
in 29 days (see map). She had 
plenty of difficulties during her 
historic journey. Her scariest 
moment was over the Atlantic 
Ocean. Ice had formed on the 
wings, and she thought her 
plane might not stay up. 

Word to Know

grueling (GROO-uh-ling) adjective. 
very demanding and tiring
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*Not all stopovers are
labeled on the map.

BEGAN: March 19, 1964
ENDED: April 17, 1964

map quiz Use the map to answer the following questions.

1. On March 28, Mock stopped 
at an island in the ___ Ocean.
A Pacific
B Southern

C Indian
D Atlantic

3. In which direction did Mock 
fly after leaving Ohio?
A northeast
B southeast

C northwest 
D southwest

2. Mock made a stopover 
in Thailand on which date? 
A April 1
B April 5

C April 7 
D April 8

On April 17, 1964, Mock 
successfully completed the trip, 
landing back in Columbus. A 
cheering crowd greeted her at 
the airport. Today, at 88, Mock 
looks back fondly on her 
round-the-world flight. 

“I got to see all kinds of 
people and places, oceans, and 
mountains and jungles—a little 
bit of everything,” she says. 

—by Frances Hannan
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Jerrie Mock 
before her round-
the-world trip
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Paired Text
Common Core rI.4.6, rI.4.9

In Her Own Words
Below is part of the interview that Scholastic News conducted with Jerrie Mock.  

Read the interview, and then answer the questions. 

1. What is the meaning of rigmarole? Cite which context clues helped you determine its meaning.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  What information from the interview best supports the statement from the article “World Traveler” 
that “Mock followed a grueling flight schedule”? Explain your answer.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  The interview above and the article “World Traveler” are two accounts of the same topic. How do 
the two accounts differ? 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Scholastic News: How did you become interested in flying?
Jerrie Mock: When I was about 5 years old, my parents and I had a ride in a plane. 
We got up in the air, and I looked down and I thought, My goodness! There were 
little tiny houses and little bugs that were automobiles running around. And when  
I got out of the plane, I told my parents, “I’m going to be a pilot when I grow up.” Then when 
Amelia Earhart was flying a few years later, and she was going to all these faraway places, I thought, 
Well, I’m going to go to all those faraway places, see those countries and those people. So I did it.  
SN: What was the most challenging part of the trip? 
Mock: The hardest part was getting ready. Going through all the rigmarole with different countries.  
I had to get clearances to land in each country. Getting all the paperwork done in advance, getting  
all the clearances in advance, so I could legally do it. The paperwork was the hardest part. 
SN: What was your favorite place that you visited? 
Mock: I had lots of fun in Egypt seeing the pyramids, riding a camel. In most of the places, I was in 
pretty much of a hurry because this other woman had taken off before me. [Joan Merriam Smith  
was also attempting to become the first woman to fly solo around the world at the same time.] 
And I’d get in around dark and have to take off before dawn. And in some countries, I didn’t get to 
see anything at all. So that was the disappointing part of it.
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